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CONCEPT OF GOD IN EPHREM AND IN RIG VEDA:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF “7TYA’, ‘ITUTA’ AND ‘SAT

BY
Ouseph Joy KARUKAPARAMPIL

In a pluralistic religious culture and belief dominated by the Hindu'
darsands” in India, there is an urgency which necessitates a comprehensive
and comparative study in this realm. A critical and evaluative study of the
basic concept of God in the holy Scriptures of Hindu darsands (Védas® and
Upanisads") compared to the monotheistic concept of God in Christianity,
can explain the theology’s more meaningful and can help to find new means
of inculturation, adaptation, worship and new insights in Hindu-Christian
theology. So the following is an introductory and comparative study on the
basic concept of God in Ephrem (306-373), the most celebrated Father of the
Oriental church, comparing to that of Rig Véda’. This study attempts to shed

1} The word Hindu means: “himsaya dyuydade idi hindu”, the one who feels pain in in-
flecting pain and also in killing.

2) This means Hindu theology or Hindu rellglon It is a way of spiritual life, The basis
of Hindu religion is the sum total of the theological thoughts of40 Rishis {Maharshis) from
Sanakan. This is not a revealed or historic religion. It is asandthana religion in which man
seeks God through Jndna-Bhakti-karma mdrga.

3) The term Veéda is used in two meanings —a synonym for revelation (sruthi), which
heard by the Maharshis or RishE. So it can be understood as the entirely revealed texts and it
is also used in a restricted sense to refer the earliest layers of vedic literature. There are four
Védas: Rig, Yajur, Sama and Adharva, which are divided into three or four categories of texts:
the samhithds, Brahmnds, Aranyakds and Upanisads. The last two are sometimes classified
together. In the more restricted sense, the term Vedas refers to samhitha portion of this litera-
ture. This contains four groups of texts identified by the four traditions, the Rig Véda Sambhi-
tha, etc.

4) There are 108 upanisads or védandas. They are the interpretations of V&dds. Among
them 13 are considered important ones. They are composed between BC9 and 6. Upanisads,
when compared to Védas, give importance to Jnanamarga. The main thrust in them is to find
out the “paramasathya” behind the “satya”. The main ideas referred are the origin of uni-
verse, the nature of life, the relation between man and the universe and the end of man etc.

5) Rig Veéda is the most ancient of the above said four Vedas (FN. No3). Rig denotes
the priestly chant and the Vadu refers to the sacred knowledge. It is a collection (santhitha) of
10,000 slokas in 1028 hymns or sikiis compiled in ten books (mandala) to praise various
Deities and it is composed in védic Sanskrit from as early as 1200 BC (1500-1200). Someti-
mes | used here the English translation by MULLER and OLDENBERG, Védic Hymns, 2 vols,
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