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I had the privilege of knowing
Mr. Vellapally fairly intimately. Al-
though there was a wide gulf between
him and me in age, his uncommon affa-
bility and genuine interest in younger
persons made it possible for me to enjoy
an abiding friendship with him; it was
sustained by many common interests,
social, religious, economic and literary.
I have had the good fortune of mixing
with men of many races and diverse
walks of life, butfew that 1could place
on the level of the late Mr. Vellapally.
His versatile gifts, his generous social
enthusiasms, his delicate literary appre-
ciations and a hospitality overflowing
with mirth and humour, marked him off
from his contemporaries. Professional
interests engross the lives of most men
and they have no time left to enquire
into the welfare of others, muchless to
iend them a helping hand. The founder
of the premier legal firm, Messers. V. J.
:ph and Markos, must have been
0 most of us in professional
life; yet he found time to take a keen
interest in his fellowmen. This mani-
fested itself most in his meritorious
activities for the improvement of his
own viliage of Perur. Before his time,
Perur was a sequestered hamiet like any
othier in those parts; he modernised it
by developing its communications, by
starting schools and by giving people
new interests and raising their living
standards. He had a marvellous know-
ledge of civil engineering; he personally
planned the construction of houses and
bridges, the opening of roads, &c. His
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remarkable artistic sense could be seen
in the planning and location of his
houses, their furnishing, &c. His hill
bungalow at Mannamaia (now owned
by his son James) is exquisite in its
design and execution. He was a great
enthusiast for sanitation; he took an
apostolic interest in the use of bore-
hole latrines. The welfare of Perur
was always in his mind and there is every
justification for raising a fitting monu-
ment for him there.
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His interest in fellow beings was not
confined to mere words or easy deeds
as in the case of most others; it was an
abiding interest and was all-comprehen-
land of

sive. India is often called a _
hospitality and neighbourliness; the
aecipients of hospitality, however, are

almost invariably near relations (
‘in law’) and castemen. Mr: Vella
wasa notable exception to this; he
vated friendships far outsids
community; in fact religious or commu-
nal cleavages, even social diffenences,
mattered to him little. Nor was this
for securing political popularity or
economic ends, asis common in these
time-serving days; his wasa deep human
interest, reinforced no doubt by the
divine example and precepts of his
Master. His religion too was not of
the demonstrative kind. All ceremonial
left him cold, but the sonorous words
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of the Sermon on the Mount always
stuck to his mind and inspired his
daily dealings with fellowmen. And,
let us note, thisis the highest religion.

He had a deep and sincere interest
in Malayalam poetry. He used 10 spend
hours in reciting and explaining Mala-
yalam poems. | had the privilege of
joining this conversation occasionally.
It was Mr. Vellapally who directed my
atiention to the high literary merits of
Kumaran Asan’s poems, to the over-
flowing humanitarianism of Asan’s
ideas, to the interesting historical allu-

siens in. early Malayalam works like
agpmletiovemws., and not least to the

beautiful ballads and plays sung and
enacted at Syrian Christian (especially
Kpanayas) weddings in formezr days.
He was greatly responsibie for the
revival of the Margom Kali play which
is much allied to the wellknown Katha-
kali. It was largely under Mr. Vella-
pally’s influence that [ gave a promi-
nent place to these folk songs in my
book on the “‘Christian literature of
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His was a complete life. Home
was the centre of it, with all its cares,
joys, worries. BDeeply devoted to his
family, he strived hard toc create at
his home an environmeni of culture,
benevolence and neighbourliness. In
his closing years, he stuck to his Perur
house, on the banks of the Meenachil
River hard by the ancient Bhagavathy
temple, whose legends he was never
tired of narrating. The surroundings
are almost arcadian - shady gardens
studded with spreading cocoanut trees
and strewn with cool plantain foliage,
a beautiful river with a bathing ghat
ramindim one of the famous Alwaye
spa. I had the good fortune of being
in his duhgutf'al company on the day
before he died. I had met him after a
long absence away in North India. We
recounted many things on that occasion.
He appeared to be in the best of health.
We planned many trips together as usual,
but they were not destined to be carried

out. Fiat Volumas P
New Dethi,
15th March 1945
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