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Pastoral Letter No: 36/2022

By the grace of God, Mar Jacob Angadiath, the Bishop of St. Thomas Syro-Malabar
Catholic Diocese of Chicago, send this greetings and thanking message to all the priests,
religious men and women and beloved people of God living in USA.

Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters, dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

Glory to God in the highest. Amen.
And Mary said:

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour.....The Mighty One has done great things for me, and Holy is his name. His
mercy is from age to age to those who fear him.” Luke 1: 46-50.

I am really pleased to address all of you once again, to appreciate you all and to express
my deep gratitude to God, to the Church and to all of you as I am getting ready for my
formal retirement from the episcopal ministry. Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has
accepted my resignation and appointed Mar Joy Alappatt as my successor, the second
bishop of St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago. The installation
ceremony of Bishop Joy Alappatt will take place on October 1, 2022, Saturday and
thereby I will become ‘Bishop Emeritus’. Let us welcome Bishop Joy Alappatt as the
Father and Head of our Diocese and give him all love and support and pray for his
successful episcopal ministry.

A lot of memories come to my mind. St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Diocese of
Chicago was established on March 13, 2001, by His Holiness Pope John Paul II, now a
saint of the Church. I was appointed as its first Bishop. In my appointment, I was given
double roles: Bishop of all Syro-Malabar people in USA and Apostolic Visitator for the
Syro-Malabar faithful in Canada. My episcopal ordination and inauguration of the newly
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formed, first Syro Malabar diocese outside India, were held in Chicago on July 1, 2001. I
gratefully remember the special dignitaries of that memorable event, His Beatitude, Mar
Varkey Cardinal Vithaythil, the Major Archbishop of Syro-Malabar Church, His
Eminence Francis Cardinal George, Archbishop of Chicago, and His Excellency Most
Rev. Gabriel Montalvo the Apostolic Nuncio to USA. Rev. Fr. Philip Thodukayil, the
Director of Knanaya Catholic Mission of Chicago was the priest to help me arrange

everything.

It was a humble beginning with two parishes, in Chicago and Dallas and five Syro-
Malabar Missions and four Knanaya Catholic Missions. Where to start was a real concern
for me. A small Curia was formed; Rev. Dr. George Madathiparambil, Vicar General,
Rev. Fr. Abraham Mutholath Jacob, Vicar General from Knanaya community, Rev. Fr.
Antony Thundathil MST, the Procurator and Cathedral Vicar and Rev. Fr. Zacharias
Thottuvelil, Chancellor and Secretary to the Bishop. It was very hard to find out financial
resources. The priests who were celebrating Syro-Malabar Qurbana occasionally in
different cities were contacted and such small groups were designated as Syro-Malabar
Missions.

All of a sudden since September 2001, I had become a victim of dizziness and frequent
falling. I had to go through all kinds of medical tests and treatments for a few years and
finally it was controlled by neurosurgery in 2006 in Chicago. I am truly thankful to all
those who prayed for me. Thank to the Lord for what I am. Praise the Lord!

I am grateful to all our Archbishops and Bishops in Kerala for sending their priests to
serve in this diocese. I am greatly obliged to the provincial superiors of various Religious
Congregations of men for helping me with their priests. I could not sponsor Religious
Sisters since we didn’t have any school or hospital to employ them. Later, only to three
congregations, I had given sponsorship for their sisters.

The whole credit for the growth of our diocese I attribute to the hard work of our Priests,
zealous prayers of Rev. Sisters, and the generous support of our community. The Curia
members, Vicars of our parishes, and Directors of various missions-all of them deserve
our special appreciation and recognition. The services of Rev. Sisters, wherever they
were available, are really much appreciated. Syro-Malabar faithful of America welcomed
the call of the Lord to support the cause of our Church: their zeal for the Church, their



readiness to work for the Church, their good will to make generous financial
contributions for the Church, their sense of sacrifice in promoting our faith formation
programs, their interest in providing priestly and religious vocations from our families-
these are only a few of their areas of commitment. All ladies and gentlemen were always
ready to help in any kind of voluntary works in our missions and parishes. Their untiring
spirit is to be praised and acknowledged. Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters, ladies and
gentlemen, my heartfelt thanks to you and my humble prayers for you: May the Lord
bless you.

My dear children and young people, I love you very much. You are not only the future
Church, but you are the Church. Only when the children are there, the church is full
everywhere. Whether there is catechism or not, let us make it a point to attend our
church. Please don’t think that your obligation to attend our church is only up to the 12
grade catechism graduation. Parents, please, 1 urge you to attend our church every
Sunday and thus let us help our college students and young adults to get to our church.
Children, you are the flowers of our families; bloom in beautiful colors and let the Lord
be proud of your discipline and prayer life.

All our organizations and associations; Syro-Malabar Catholic Congress, St. Vincent De
Paul Society, Diocesan Youth Apostolate, Syro Malabar Youth Movement, Jesus Youth,
Little Flower Mission League, Mothers’ Association, Ladies Forum, Prolife Movement,
Pre-Cana training, Nurses’ Ministry, Pithruvedi, Seniors Forum, Office of Vocations and
Formation, Office of the Protection of the Children and Youth... deserve special
recognition. Special thanks and appreciation for our Vicar Generals; Dr. George
Madathiparambil, Fr. Abraham Mutholath. Dr. Antony Thundathal MST, Dr. Augustine
Palackaparambil, Bishop Joy Alappatt, Fr. Thomas Mulavanal, and Fr. Thomas
Kadukappillil. Also, T am grateful to all our Eparchial Procurators and Chancellors,
Directors of the Eparchial Pastoral Departments, Eparchial Consultors, Forane Vicars,
Finance Council members, Pastoral Council Secretaries and members, Sunday school
Principals and Catechists, Parish Kaikarns and Parish Council Members, Safe
Environment Coordinators, and all volunteers for all events in all parishes and missions
and all family members everywhere.

It is interesting to know, where are we now? There are 50 parishes and 34 Missions all
around the country. 68 priests are working in our Eparchy. 6 young priests have been
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ordained here. There are 9500 Sunday School students and 2450 catechists and 85000
faithful in our Eparchy. Our Cathedral church, Bishop’s House, Office Building and
newly built Annex are our assets in the growth of our diocese. We were working together
for the growth of our community.

As I mentioned, in 2001, I was also appointed as the Apostolic Visitator to Canada for
our Syro-Malabar faithful. Two parishes in Toronto/Mississauga area and a few missions
were established in my time. In 2015, an exarchate was established, and Fr. Jose
Kalluvelil was consecrated as its bishop; Mississauga is the city named for our exarchate
and later for diocese. In 2019 it was elevated to be a diocese or eparchy. Now the Syro
Malabar Church in Canada is flourishing under the leadership of Mar Jose Kalluvelil.

This is the time of Eucharistic Revival in USA. Let us grow in our relationship with Jesus
in the Holy Eucharist; Liturgical Catechism is to be promoted with all earnestness since
the Holy Qurbana and other liturgical observances and celebrations are being our primary
means of worship. I have been always emphasizing our deep relationship with Jesus in
the celebration of Holy Qurbana; this is the unifying element for the growth of our

diocese.

Jesus talks to us through the Bible and this is the great book of learning and sharing from
the living person of Jesus. He is nourishing us through the Holy Communion. He is
strengthening us though the Sacraments. The only commandment Jesus has given to us is
this: “Loove one another as I have loved you”. (John 3:34) This charity builds our Church
and bears good fruits of vocations to family life, religious life and the priesthood. I am
really thankful to the Holy Father Pope Francis, the Congregation for the Eastern
Churches, with Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect, His Beatitude Mar George
Cardinal Alencherry father and head of our Syro-Malabar Church, the USCCB, all
American Bishops, Latin and Eastern Rites, and bishop Mar Joy Alappatt, for being the

Auxiliary bishop.

As you know on October 1, 2022, Mar Joy Alappatt will be installed as the second bishop
of our diocese. Let us welcome him and support him with all our means. As he becomes
the father and head of our diocese, let his name be remembered in all our liturgical
prayers; Holy Qurbana and Liturgy of the Hours. As I become the Bishop Emeritus, keep
me in your daily prayers.



As I am retiring from the episcopal ministry, please forgive me for any ill-feeling I have
caused in our relationship with anyone in any of my dealings and please remember me in
your prayers as I will keep you in mine.

Once again dear friends, thanks, and prayerful greetings to one and all. May the Lord
bless you through the special intercession of Mother Mary, St. Joseph, St. Thomas the
Apostle, and all Saints and Blesseds of our Syro-Malabar Church.

May the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, love of God the father and the fellowship of
Holy Spirit be with you all, now always and forever. Amen

Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop

September 22, 2022

This Pastoral letter is to be read out during the Holy Qurbana on September 25, 2022 in all our
parishes and missions.
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